THE LIVES OF GIRLS AND WOMEN

Janice Tait

Good morning.  My name is Janice Tait.  I am 84 years old so I’ve seen a lot of changes in my life around the status of girls and women.  Today as part of International Women’s Day, I reflect again, as I do every year on where we’re at.


With the theme of knowing for this month, I’ve been thinking of what we know and don’t know about the lives of girls and women in Toronto today.  We know that women are not represented proportional to our numbers in the halls of government, corporations, the media or academe.  What we don’t know is how to change this within the next 200 years.


We know that almost half of the girls in Toronto high schools are sexually harassed (CAMH, 2008) in one form or another.  What we don’t know is what this does to their sense of self-worth and self-esteem. Nor have we been able to stop it so far.


We know that the police report that their studies show that only 6% of girls and women report being raped. (Police Services.com)  What we don’t know is how would safety and caring for women and girls who have experienced rape be brought about.


We know that York University has difficulty recognizing the principle of inequality when it rears its head. What we don’t know is what it would take to make it clear to the citizens of Toronto that religious belief does not trump equality between men and women.


We know that women make only 70% of the pay of men. As Marilyn Waring argues in her book, “If Women Counted”, What we count is what we value”.  Forty years ago, when I worked in the federal public service, we talked endlessly about “Equal pay for work of equal value”.  What we know is that nothing has changed.  Women still make only 70% of what men make.


On the bright side, we watched the Sochi Olympics display for all the world to see that the girls were just as good as the boys.  Equality in physical performance was obvious in spite of girls having a womb!  I wondered what the girls and women in Arabia thought as they watched those performances.


What we know today is that girls and women are not safe on many of Toronto streets at night.  What we don’t know is what it is like to feel unsafe in your community, to be afraid to walk home alone at night.


Knowing what we don’t know may spur us to seek answers to some of these threats to the lives of girls and women.  Taking time to become informed is surely the first step.  Francis Bacon said, “Knowledge is power” When we know something in depth, it can be a springboard to action, to pick an issue and work for change.


I know that it is unacceptable that girls and women should live in fear in Toronto in 2014.
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